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Editor's Introduction
Emily Benz
It’s fall. Back to school with the children in our classrooms. We are back to regular school
schedules, but still, uncertainty lingers as the weather turns colder. As we approach November
and December, we think about how we can invest in our passions and communities to give back
and bring some light to others. This newsletter invites you to join us in growing our work for
children, whether it’s through applying for scholarships to join us at gatherings, joining a
committee to help grow the heart of the Network, or helping to create even bigger initiatives in
our area. Here at the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota, a group of educators is meeting to
dream together to create a place where materials are gathered and dispersed for local creative
use, much like the Remida Center in Reggio. Maybe you’d like to be involved. In this issue, we
also share the experiences of two scholarship recipients and learn how their work has deepened
through their attendance at the gatherings. So much of what we do, whether it is the gatherings
we offer or the opportunities to attend them free of cost, are because of the work we do in
committees. The committees, in partnership with our members, are the heart of the Network.
Learn more about the Outreach and Growth, Resource and Communications committees in this
issue and consider joining one and help to spread the joy of our work. Giving back and working
together can bring a certainty, a certainty that we can make things better together, in our
classrooms and beyond.

Chasing a Dream – A Remida-Inspired Materials Resource
Sandy Burwell
Tamara Weiss Rhodes
For many years, the possibility of having a materials gathering space has been a dream of many
people in our Network. This dream is inspired by the Remida center in Reggio Emilia, Italy in
which the city collects, curates and makes materials available to its citizens for creative
endeavors. We want to create such a space in the Greater Twin Cities area.
We now have some definite positive movement toward this goal. Heidi Wolf, Lisa Small, Sandra
Burwell, Deborah Schein and Nancy Nakaoka have formed an ad hoc committee to spearhead,
explore and pursue the dream and all it involves.
There is a unique space in the heart of the Longfellow neighborhood called Belle’s ToolBox
where Tamara Weiss Rhodes, a member of the Resource Committee, has been a long-time,
regular visitor. This site of joyful learning inspires us, and we see an opportunity for
collaboration. Belle’s ToolBox offers a free and welcoming family and caregiver opportunity to
join children as they explore a wide variety of engaging, hands-on materials. Areas of
exploration are well-stocked and organized to promote children’s autonomy and independence as
they do their work, transforming them into eager and focused scientists, book makers, engineers,
artists and musicians. There is an outdoor space that offers a winding pathway through native
plants, a rain garden and even a special investigation area for budding geologists. The indoor
space serves about 10-12 comfortably. They currently require masks indoors as COVID protocol.
Belle’s ToolBox founder, Lucy Elliott,
pours her extraordinary heart into
creating a space that connects
multigenerational and multicultural
populations through the experience of
exchanging ideas. She designs all of it
through the lens of environmental
responsibility, sustainability and
stewardship.
The committee met with Lucy at the
ToolBox and she is excited to work
with us. We set some short term goals.
Many small and large tasks are needed
to make this dream possible. We are using two documentation tools to make our process
visible. One is a web of possibilities that we have generated so far:

An online collaborative platform called Miro will also help us document our work and make
it visible, so anyone can become involved and be kept up-to-date. Those interested in being
actively involved with this work can reach out to Heidi by email: hwolf@bsmschool.org.
To learn more about Belle’s ToolBox, here’s the link: http://www.belles-toolbox.org

Monthly Gatherings Scholarship Timetable Change
Resource Committee of Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota
The dates for the Monthly Gatherings Scholarship will now cover a full calendar year, rather
than a school year. Scholarships now run from January to December each year, with a

deadline for applying December 1st. Consider submitting an application ASAP. The deadline
is just days away. The application can be downloaded here.
Please read on for what last year's recipients have to say about their experiences as
Scholarship recipients.
Keep in mind that there is also an Education Scholarship. This scholarship will cover up to
80% of the registration, up to $500, for registration costs to local, national, or international
Reggio-inspired workshops and conferences. Preference will be given to professional
development opportunities where education from the schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy are
presenting in-person or online. Applications for the Education Scholarship may be
submitted throughout the year, six weeks in advance of the workshop or conference. The
application can be downloaded here.

Scholarship Reflection
Cheryl Vargas
Hi, my name is Cheryl Vargas. I have provided family child care for a little over six years.
Prior to that I nannied and also worked in centers for a few years. I was this calendar year’s
fortunate recipient of the Monthly Gatherings scholarship. If you have thought about
applying, I strongly encourage you to do so. This is a wonderful way to invest in yourself as
an educator and connect more authentically with your children, to look at your program,
and your approaches and attitudes. This work helps you see through a new lens and dig
deeper into where the roots of what inspires you truly lay. You might be surprised what you
uncover with that monthly commitment to yourself and your kids, and those discoveries
are going to create new light in your program.
I am new to the monthly gatherings and already the few we have had this year have
unlocked new ways of thinking about my approaches to guiding and teaching children.
Often in typical professional development courses we are presented with a linear approach
to teaching that isn’t intuitive. My exposure to the Reggio approach so far has greatly
increased my own awareness, objectivity, documentation practices, and has even loosened
up some slightly rigid ideas that needed to be shed. The influence of the educated and
experienced practitioners at the meetings give a face, a voice, real stories to what might
otherwise be concepts that I would have to reconstruct alone.
Overall these gatherings have shifted the perspective I had from a direction that felt
obligatory, less authentic, and tiresome to a totally different frame of approach that feels
natural, authentic, connected, and joyful. The Reggio approach is magical, and I am so
grateful I can learn more about it this year.

Scholarship Reflection
Amber Todd
I accepted a long-term substitute position as a kindergarten teacher last fall in the midst of
a global pandemic. When the opportunity arose to deepen my knowledge in Reggio
practices, I looked into it as quickly as I could. The year prior I was introduced to the Reggio
philosophy by reading Bringing Reggio Emilia Home by Louis Boyd Cadwell. The student
centered approach and strong integration of arts and creativity had me hooked.
The next magical step occurred when I brought the activities and lessons learned from the
RINM Saturday Gatherings on Zoom. Despite the hurdles of technology and learning the
customs of Zoom, engaging conversations still took place. In a strange way, the Zoom
meetings created windows into each others’ worlds as we sat within the comforts of our
own homes, sharing our stories and experiences. The most transformative Gathering I
implemented was “Storytelling with Children” led by Joey Schoen and Ross Thompson.
After this powerful session, my teaching assistant and I recorded our children’s stories,
listened to the stories, assigned parts and put on a show. I watched as students developed
teamwork to become a mountain. I saw their communication skills shine as the characters
interacted, and watched them express creativity as precious gems were discovered in far
away places in their tale.
I am grateful to have received the Saturday Gathering Scholarship and the opportunity to
deepen my own practice of being authentic and intentional with children.

NAREA
Be sure to check out the events offered by NAREA, the North American Reggio Emilia
Alliance. NAREA exists to connect early childhood educators and advocates together in
discovering, interpreting and promoting Reggio Emilia inspired education. If you are a
member, you will receive another discount. With ZOOM classes, there are many more
opportunities to become involved with the Reggio Emilia educators in Italy. For more
information, visit https://www.reggioalliance.org/anarea/.

Volunteer Opportunities
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota exists because of dedicated volunteers who
serve as Board and committee members. Some have been involved since the Network
began, and others have joined much more recently. All have helped grow the Network and
its new initiatives. Newcomers are always welcome. Please consider joining us in this
collaborative and creative work, thinking and growing together.

The Resource Committee manages the finances of the Network as well as non-monetary
materials (including the relationship to the Debra Fish Library) and scholarships. The
Resource Committee would welcome someone interested in writing grants. The committee
meets at 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month via Zoom.
Contact Marty Watson: martywatson549@gmail.com
The Outreach and Growth Committee is responsible for planning the calendar events,
bringing in speakers for monthly gatherings, planning the annual conference, hosting
events in person (and Zoom,) assisting with tech for virtual / hybrid events, meeting with
presenters to help answer questions and offer support. Committee meetings are currently
the second Tuesday of the month beginning at 6:00 pm via Zoom.
Contact Heidi Wolf: hwolf@bsmschool.org
The Communications Committee is responsible for the quarterly newsletter, keeping the
website up-to-date and posting Network news on Facebook. We're looking especially for
people who are savvy about social media and those who like to write and/or edit and think
about the Reggio philosophy. This committee meets via Zoom at a time that works for
everyone, on the third Thursday of each month.
Contact Patti Loftus: pattiroseloftus@gmail.com

Call for Participation
The Outreach and Growth Committee has started to plan the Monthly Gatherings for the
2022-23 school year. The Network broadened during the pandemic as we met via the Zoom
platform, and we are excited to continue a virtual component for all our gatherings. This
means that you can participate as a host/presenter even if you are not living in the
Minneapolis/ St Paul area! We look forward to engaging with participants from all over the
US and the world! Here is the link: https://forms.gle/pHMzedRfNoxd9NTJ6

Public Library Resources
The Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library is located at Think Small, 10 Yorkton
Court, St. Paul, Minnesota. The collection is part of the Saint Paul Public Library system
catalog http://www.sppl.org/ and is available through the statewide virtual library,
MnLINK at https://www.mnlinkgateway.org. The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota
partners with the Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library to provide access to
literature about the Reggio approach. All the resources are translated into English (even if

the title is listed in Italian). All you need is a library card. Resources can be delivered and
returned to ANY Minnesota public library.
Even with COVID-19 restrictions, the Debra Fish Library resources continue to be available
by request. This link lists the collection clustered under general topics related to Reggio
thought. The links (SPPL or MNLink) will take you directly to that title in the collection.
Additionally, you can search by keyword “Reggio” in the library catalogue.

Scholarship Opportunities
RINM Education Scholarship
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota's Education Scholarship is available to those
interested in learning more about the Reggio Approach. Everyone is invited to apply at any
time of the year (a minimum of 6 weeks before an event you plan to attend). This
scholarship may be used for registration costs to local, national or international
Reggio-inspired workshops and conferences. Preference will be given to professional
development opportunities where educators from the schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy are
presenting. Funds are limited and awards are made at the discretion of the Reggio-Inspired
Network of Minnesota Board.
RINM Education Scholarship Application
Monthly Gatherings Scholarship
The dates for the Monthly Gatherings Scholarship, now cover a full calendar year, rather
than a school year. Scholarships run from January to December each year, with a deadline
for applying December 1st. This scholarship, established by the Network’s Board, is in
honor of Sandy Burwell, a founding member of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota.
Sandy has been particularly devoted to the Saturday Gatherings.
Monthly Gathering Scholarship Application

Job Opportunities
St. David’s Center for Child and Family Development in Minnetonka has a number of
positions currently available. Click here for current job postings:
www.mnreggio.org/jobsforum

Shop and Support
Do you shop on Amazon? Use Amazon Smile: smile.amazon.com when shopping at Amazon
and designate the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota to accept their donation. Amazon
will donate .5% of your shopping total directly to the network at no expense to you!

For more news and events visit us at www.mnreggio.org and like us on Facebook!
Send us an email: reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com
Newsletter Editors
Lani Shapiro - Content
Emily Benz, Patti Loftus & Reba Batalden - Copy
Sarah Grundhoefer - Production

