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Editor’s Introduction
We are still in a time of uncertainty and loss, requiring discipline and stamina in our personal,
work and civic life. We are hoping that we’re finally turning the corner. Covid required the
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota to create new contexts for connection and exchange, by
adapting our expectations, rethinking our sense of the possible and expanding boundaries.

Central to the educational project of Reggio Emilia is an understanding that each of us holds a
perspective, that perspective is partial and that exchanging points of view allows us…

“…to think of pluralities of worlds, not of one single world, and therefore
begin to feel that a plurality of facts, events, and stories exist, that are all
parts of different co-existing worlds and where possible, we have to make

them into a whole.”
Loris Malaguzzi

This edition of the newsletter embodies this value of multiple perspectives and entry points,
invites participation, offers reflections and provides information.



You will find varied invitations for your continuing participation. The Resource Committee
highlights our end-of-year event, “Voices from the Network.” Open Book Study continues
monthly and welcomes new participants any time. The section, “Incubating New Ideas”
introduces several new proposals for Network engagement.

Ross Thompson reflects as a teacher on the practice of storytelling: the stories that we tell and
the ones the children tell us with their gestures, their play and their language, which he presented
at a recent Network Gathering. Kellee Nelson, an administrator, shares her response to that event
and follow-up at her school. As distant participants, Nora Kreiger and Laurie VanPutten each
write about their experiences at Doc Lab. As a parent, Emily Benz examines the impact of the
pandemic year for her rising tween. Patti Loftus reviews Remida Day, a Reggio Children
publication which supports our effort to grow new ideas and is a resource available to you
through the public library system.

Thank you to the authors for their generosity, time and effort in making their thinking visible. We
hope you will engage with their ideas and find their reflections provocative and resources useful.

Lani Shapiro
Editor

“Voices from the Network”
May 20, 2021 via ZOOM
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Tamara Weiss Rhodes
The Resource Committee

Steadfastly, resolutely and with renewed commitment and revitalized goals, we gather together
as a network once again at our Annual Meeting on May 20, 2021. For our gathering theme, we
choose to lift up the "Voices from the Network" and to celebrate all of the work that you do for
children, families and learning communities. More details about the event will come soon, but
we have a special invitation to help us fulfill our vision for the online experience.

Many, if not all, of us have experienced Covid quarantine and isolation. During this time, have
you been able to create space to develop artistry, pursue a craft or devote time to a beloved
hobby while processing this difficult and uncertain year? We would love to showcase such pieces
interspersed as part of our event.

In addition, we would gratefully accept any such creation as an in-kind donation for our
online fundraising silent auction event. The languages of art and visual expression are part of
our work as an education community. Our goal during this year's gathering is to highlight all that
we each contribute as individuals to a collective web of support for early childhood educators.
The money raised from this silent auction will support scholarships, gatherings, materials and
media that sustain our work.



If you would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction contact Tam Weiss Rhodes for
instructions on how to have your item in the auction and how to facilitate shipping once the item
is purchased.  She can also send documentation so that your item is tax deductible.

Please consider this opportunity and be in touch as soon as possible.
Contact Tamara Weiss Rhodes: Tamara.weiss.rhodes@gmail.com

Thank-you for your support of the Reggio Inspired Network of Minnesota!

Reflecting on our Work: Gatherings
The Art of (and Learning That Comes From) Storytelling
Ross Thompson
Ross Thompson, M.Ed. has been an Early Childhood professional for 15 years, both in the classroom as a teacher of
young children and as an adjunct instructor at the University of Minnesota. In 2018, he helped build (both
figuratively and literally) a play-based and nature-based early childhood program in southern Minnesota. He's led
professional development training for teaching teams locally, nationally and internationally.  He hopes to help
parents and teachers gain a deeper understanding of essential learning that takes place during the early years and the
vital role play has in supporting that development. He loves Dungeons & Dragons, as well!

Before podcasts, movies, binge-worthy shows, or even books, there were stories. The telling of
stories has existed for as long as we have been part of civilization (and arguably even a bit before
that). It was one of the earliest ways we shared knowledge with one another. From earliest cave
drawings to the tales told around campfires from old generations to future generations to the
multi-million movies that dance across our ultra-hi-def flatscreen TVs, stories are a major way
we share our culture, history, and understanding of the world around us. It is a means to teach
and learn from one another…long before books, flashcards, graphs, charts, and certainly before
learning apps were developed for the newest iPad!

Stories are not simply for entertainment (although they can be for exactly that, as well). They can
make us think. They make us feel. Remember. They are an invitation for us to reflect and grow.
Stories bring us together – sharing not only fond memories but often including lessons to learn.
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Tales of history, morality, empathy, comedy, tragedy, safety, bravery…no matter the story, there
is usually something to be learned. Big or small. Both for the listener and the teller.

We all know the effectiveness of storytelling as a means of teaching and learning because we’ve
all experienced it. We’ve lived it and can recall a number of stories that have helped us learn a
myriad of skills that span all developmental domains. Yet, it feels like storytelling gets
overlooked – “It’s something to do for a break or as a reward if you’ve got extra time, but it’s not
really helping children learn the important things they need to know for school.” But I wonder,
how much more would children learn if we embraced and included storytelling in our learning
environments?

For those in the classroom, ask yourself: how often (and in what ways) do you use storytelling as
a teaching tool? At what point is storytelling a focus in your curriculum and/or daily schedule?
How many hours of training have you spent learning about how to use storytelling as an effective
teaching strategy with your students?

For those with children at home – how often (and in what ways) does storytelling come up at
home? How does storytelling help your child grow up to become a better citizen? Or does it?

For those who were once children – what are children really learning when children are: A)
listening to stories; B) telling their own stories? What about when children get to tell and then
act out their stories with their peers; what learning is taking place then? And finally, what are you
really learning from the stories you listen to and tell?  At what age you were taught how to
become an effective storyteller? Who was it that told you the value of learning that comes
through the telling of evocative tales?

Above, Ross (a co-presenter from “The Art of Storytelling” event in March) offers his perspective on the
importance of storytelling with young children. Here, Kellee Nelson, a participant, shares her reflection on
attending the event with teachers from Westwood, and their interest in incorporating storytelling in their practice.



Storytelling: Reflections from Westwood Early Childhood
Center
Kellee Nelson, Director, WECC
Kellee Nelson currently serves as the Director of Westwood Early Childhood Center in St Louis Park, MN. She has
over 20 years of experience serving and learning within the field of early childhood education and has worked
within a variety of high quality, innovative, learning environments.  Kellee is extremely passionate about her work
with young children and families--outdoor environments, natural materials, and the schools and values of Reggio
Emilia, Italy all serve as sources of inspiration. Kellee has a BA in Child and Family Studies from Concordia
College Moorhead, MN, an MA in Education with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education from Concordia
University, St. Paul, MN, and is currently working on an EdD in Adult and Occupational Education from North
Dakota State University.

The act of storytelling can provide educators with insights into a child’s world and foster
relationships within school communities. Providing children with the opportunity to share their
stories, hear the stories of others and collaborate on shared storytelling experiences, is an
authentic teaching method and natural process for reflection and assessment.

Once upon a time a group of educators gathered on a winter morning to learn about
storytelling…

I woke with anticipation and eagerly logged onto my computer for the virtual Gathering on
storytelling on January 23, 2021.  The session was about to begin and familiar faces immediately
filled my screen. It was wonderful to be surrounded by educators from the RINM and energizing
to see so many educators from Westwood Early Childhood Center engaged in such an important
discussion.

We began by dividing into small groups and participating in a collaborative storytelling activity.
My group chose the classic Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The exercise gave us an opportunity
to introduce ourselves to others as well as reflect on various styles of storytelling while re-telling
this well-known story. Next, Joey Schoen shared her approach to story dictation in a classroom
environment.  She highlighted some stories from children as well as some strategies for
capturing their words. Her natural approach and use of everyday materials, such as paper and
pencils, made this task very doable.  No technology needed, but utilizing technology certainly is
an option for more tech savvy individuals.

Ross Thompson then shared how he uses storytelling as a teaching strategy and introduced us to
some of his favorite stories, all of which foster creativity and strengthen the classroom
community. Following this discussion, we were invited to practice storytelling in small groups. I
chose to share a story inspired by a visit to a frozen lake, while someone else shared a story of a
man who moved to Jupiter and was struggling with his wifi connection. Once again, our various
approaches to this simple task proved that storytelling affords ample opportunity for creativity
and individuality.

I was personally inspired, but I wondered if my colleagues from WECC felt the same way.
Here’s what a few of them had to say…



Working with infants, I didn’t know if I would be able to use any of the session’s content.
Hearing the simple idea of replacing names with those of the children in my room, and using
props, helped me think of possibilities.  I also feel that changing stories around at the infant
level, helps to encourage them to accept all different versions of traditional stories as they get
older.” Ann O. Infant Educator, WECC

I was really inspired...! When I first thought of storytelling, I was nervous because I'm not great
at improv and was thinking it would require a lot of planning on my part to bring this activity to
the group… I learned to start simple with a personal experience even if it's just telling the
children about what I did last weekend. It also laid out how to start story dictation in the
classroom, I like how they emphasized capturing the child's words… allowing it to be child
directed. Super excited to try some of these out with my class and with my three year old at
home! Mallory H. Preschool Educator, WECC

… I felt supported in my work as a teacher and story advocator... Because stories are safe and
uncensored, they help regulate and process difficult emotions in obvious and mysterious ways.
Using stories (dictated, improvised or retold from memory) has proven to be a powerful means of
meeting needs in our children. They give the day more continuity, meaning, connection and joy!
Honor F. Preschool Educator, WECC

It appears we are ready to embark on the journey of storytelling. I imagine we will start slowly
and there will likely be interruptions as we continue to embrace the uncertainties of our world,
but I am eager to begin. Everyone has a story. Here’s to the joy of storytelling!

One Saturday morning a group of educators met to reflect on storytelling. They listened. They
shared. Sometimes they laughed. It was wonderful. The end.

Reflecting on our Work: DocLab and Big Body Rough ‘n
Tumble Play
Laurie VanPutten
Laurie grew up in Kalamazoo, MI, but has also lived in Lawrence (Kansas), Syracuse (New York), and Calgary
(Alberta, Canada). She earned a B.A. from Western Michigan University in Interpersonal Communication and
Comparative Religion (1997). She has taken Early Childhood Education courses at UW-Stevens Point and plans to
complete this degree at UW-River Falls. She has taught children aged 3–6 for a decade, across three states.
Currently, Laurie works at Community Child Care Center in Stevens Point, WI as the Lead Preschool Teacher (3–4
year olds).

DocLabs bring the Reggio approach out of our classrooms and up into our professional
development. We grow as educators when we engage in this special kind of dialogue, where a
teacher’s “explanation” of the documentation comes after a Reggio-style observation,
description, questioning and speculation. For the person who brings traces, the clearest benefit of
DocLab dialogue is hearing fresh viewpoints that create an opportunity for deeper insight and
more choices for intentional practice. What one learns from the experience will help them grow,
sometimes in surprisingly unexpected and serendipitous ways.



Less obvious is that while the children’s behaviors/thoughts are the principal topic, the
presenter’s teaching philosophy/values, intentionality and documentation style may also (though
sometimes implicitly) be addressed in the dialogue. I found myself thinking deeply about what
the participants’ comments and questions revealed about myself as a teacher and how that
affects the way I interact with children in the classroom. These reflections have already led to
significant changes not only for my in-class teaching praxis, but also in how I plan experiences
to offer the children, through provocations and invitations.

My DocLab experience and growth would not have been possible without the recent RINM
innovation that linked the monthly Gathering topic with the next DocLab. As Sandy Burwell
explained in the Winter 2021 Network newsletter, focusing the DocLab dialogue as a follow-up
to a previous Gathering and subsequent in-class experimentation creates an intentional spiral of
reflection and insight. Connecting the Gatherings and the DocLabs was a stroke of genius.

In my case, the “Big Body Rough ‘n Tumble Play” Gathering (March 2021) really inspired me. I
knew a lot about this kind of play, but still discovered many possibilities! I decided to more
intentionally offer roughhousing and big body/movement, and to more actively document the
children’s engagement. During the following weeks, I noticed my children’s faces “lighting up”
as they explored these experiences; their moodiness decreased while their resilience and focus
increased. They were LOVING the sensations and movements, and inventing their own
ways/places to explore them. The children seemed more settled and simultaneously more
ALIVE. These were the traces I brought to the March 2021 DocLab.

So what did I gain from my DocLab experience? First, validation. Wow…this was completely
unexpected! As may be true for many of us, I am a “lone wolf in the woods” –  a solitary Reggio
practitioner in a traditional teaching context – I don’t get a lot of recognition or understanding of
the values reflected in my teaching practice. In fact, I spend quite a lot of time trying to explain
what I am actually doing and why it matters; thus, I am accustomed to the value and purpose of
my teaching being “invisible.”

But as soon as the DocLab participants began to describe what they were seeing in my traces, I
realized that my teaching was visible. They were calling it out:

“[The other children] respected the boy’s not wanting to participate.”

“There is a practice and understanding of self-regulation/control [amongst the
children].”

“They are searching each others’ faces for emotion, as they are playing.”

“The little girl is smiling. They are having fun doing this!”

“They look peaceful; there’s no anger in their faces...even with the sticks.”

The scaffolding and guidance that supports this kind of children’s behavior is subtle and often
seems insignificant to others. I was touched to the point of tears that the DocLab participants
could SEE evidence of the children’s understanding and use of mindfulness (self-regulation) and



compassion (prosocial behavior/helping others regulate themselves &
community-building/enhancement of our relationships with each other). It was the most uplifting
experience I’ve personally had since I began teaching nearly twenty years ago.

Secondly, I gained a deeper appreciation and understanding of a previously-unrealized aspect of
my teaching practice — using provocations to make serendipitous experiences possible. Around
the holidays, I brought a bundle of two-foot long sticks into my classroom, as a loose parts
provocation. My thought was: Well these look interesting. I wonder what the children will do
with them? During our “Big Body Rough ‘n Tumble” movement explorations, the children used
these sticks to explore ninja sword play. DocLab participants comments included:

“What is the story behind the sticks? ...Or is it just the body movement [that the
children are enjoying]?” “The sticks look like they are a prop...?”

“What is the purpose/use of the sticks?”

“How were the sticks presented? Did they just ‘appear,’ or did the teacher present
them?”

“What was the teacher trying to encourage, when they put a bunch of sticks there?”

This got me to thinking about my intentions, and how these “fit” with the Reggio approach. I
wondered: Should I have had a more specific intention behind the sticks? Was it alright to offer
materials without specific purpose or presentation? I spent days exploring these questions. Later,
my husband and I were discussing creativity (he is a researcher in social psychology) and he
mentioned the word serendipity — happy “accidents” where two previously unrelated things
come together. Some of the most significant inventions and discoveries in history were actually
products of serendipity, including antibiotics, the microwave oven, velcro and the Hubble Deep
Field images.

Serendipity and creativity are bedfellows. In the book Beautiful Stuff, the authors say: “One way
to rediscover our own creative impulses is to see possibilities in materials. Children possess a
natural openness to the potential of materials.” This openness to potential makes serendipity
accessible to children in a way most adults struggle to intentionally access. Serendipity is
un-intentional, but teachers can create intentional opportunities for children to experience
serendipitous discovery via provocations — where the experience itself is the intention, and
children can connect it (or not) to anything in their remembered experience. Sometimes, the
reason “It just looked interesting...” is reason enough.

A third gain I realized in the DocLab was an opportunity to strengthen my documentation. As a
result, my intentional observation of children’s experiences broadened, deepening my
understanding of their learning and abilities. Participants asked about mistakes, ouchies and
discussing safe play:

“We’ve seen the joy. Are there incidents that were clashes, that were part of the
learning experience?”



“How many children got their fingers whacked? How many got upset? How was
that addressed?”

“Are there group discussions about listening to each other? Are there discussions
about looking at each other’s faces, and rules of when to stop?”

“How are the rules presented? Does the teacher say, ‘Here’s what we’re going to
do...’ or did the teacher say, ‘Here’s these sticks. What do you think the rules should
be?’”

“Mistakes are needed for learning to take place. What do you do when those things
(mistakes) happen?”

These comments helped me realize that my documentation was limited, representing only half
the story. I unintentionally documented the “good” of children's experiences without also
capturing the “bad/ugly.” I didn’t have any traces of the “mistaken behaviors,” the anger, the
disappointment — all those moments that I believe are actually the most significant of all
“teaching moments.” How did this happen?

I looked back through months of traces, trying to find instances of these mistakes and
“bad-uglies.” I couldn’t find any. Why not? The next day in my classroom gave me the answer
— when these experiences happen for the children, I automatically stop taking photos/videos and
instead start watching how they choose to proceed with each other, listening for which choices
they are going to make and whether they need/ask for my guidance. During these moments, the
children get my undivided attention because these moments are the most important part of what I
do all day — helping children navigate their own and each other’s feelings/behaviors when
everything isn’t “alright.” These moments are where the children learn and practice mindfulness
and compassion.

But the DocLab comments made me wonder: Could I give the children my full attention during
these encounters, and still document their experience? I’ve been experimenting... Sometimes I
still have to put my iPad down and personally engage with the children, but I leave it recording
to capture audio for later transcription. I’ve also tried setting my iPad down and then walking
away, leaving the device to document a group of children. I’ve finally captured interactions
where someone got mad/hurt, and their ensuing discussion/behavior. It’s been eye-opening,
especially because mostly the children are actually handling these difficult experiences on their
own, using effective and respectful words/behaviors! I didn’t know they could or would do that,
when they thought I wasn’t watching.

These are only a few of the most meaningful ways this DocLab facilitated my growth. Weeks
later, I still continue to reflect on what the participants’ comments reveal about my identity, my
values and my beliefs about teaching. And these impressions continue to cause surprising,
unexpected and serendipitous insights that ripple into my classroom and my relationships with
children, staff and parents – just as Sandy Burwell suggested that a spiral of investigative
continuity would do. Many thanks!



Opportunities for Growth – Reflection on Documentation
Labs
Nora Krieger
Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education, Retired
Past Chair, New Jersey Educators Exploring the Practices of Reggio Emilia

The Covid 19 Pandemic has led to enormous isolation and disconnection from colleagues. But, at
the same time, so many possibilities for connecting to others far and wide have become
available. To me, the best outcome from the Pandemic has been the new connections that I have
made with people in early childhood education who under “normal” times might not have ever
occurred. Because of the universality of our focus on early childhood education and children, we
have been able to reach across state lines and cultures to investigate the work of children, as we
ourselves learn.

I am the past Chair of New Jersey Educators Exploring the Practices of Reggio Emilia
(NJEEPRE), which went dormant last March when the Pandemic tore through New Jersey.
NJEEPRE’s networking was always focused on in-person meetings held at various Reggio
preschools around the state. We never transitioned to a real online presence where we could keep
everyone connected and talking to each other. But the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota
has successfully done that, which has allowed me to join in meetings from the East Coast.

The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota has afforded me the opportunity to broaden my
professional network and learn a wonderful strategy for documenting learning of both teachers
and children as well as an effective way for sharing documentation with colleagues, rethinking
our initial conclusions.

The Doc Labs are an essential learning space for teachers to dig down deep and really understand
why and how documentation is done.  The Labs unfold in a relaxed, risk-free environment. They
demonstrate how our understanding of the children with whom we work is broadened and
deepened when we set out on a journey together to explore samples of an individual child’s
work. The Doc Labs prompt us to ask deeper questions about what we observe and to inquire and
explore the different interpretations that each of us hold. In this process, I encounter dedicated
professionals discussing their classrooms, their students and the thinking that has gone into how
their day is structured as well as the thinking behind decisions that they have made about
children and how they work with them.

Thank you for this opportunity to reflect on my participation in the Documentation Labs
sponsored by the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota. I am so thankful for the opportunity to
participate. I hope that you continue to expand the Doc Labs and keep some online so the larger
community is able to join in and grow their expertise as teachers and interpreters of children’s
activities.



Incubating New Ideas
Covid placed unexpected limitations on everyone’s lives, clearly an unwelcome challenge, but
some positive things have emerged during this period of isolation. The past months have become
a time of incubation for some inspired folks with ideas, who have had the time to slowly grow
them.  The following three pieces – “Let’s Talk,” REMIDA Center and Call for Participation –
are about ideas currently incubating.  Each is also inviting others’ thinking and energies into the
process. What will emerge is still not known but holds possibilities for new ways to connect with
others and our community.

“Let’s Talk”
Thursday, May 20, 2021 7:00-8:15 PM (CST)
“Let’s Talk” is an opportunity for conversation, provocations and questions about working with
young children and the intersection of inspirations from the schools of Reggio Emilia. The goal
is to create a space for networking the Network. A facilitator will review a set of guidelines for
open discussion at “Let’s Talk,” invite those who attend to introduce themselves and then
encourage topics from the group for discussion. This platform will allow for the emergence and
sharing of ideas and perspective taking.

There will be an opportunity to break into small groups for focused discussions on suggested
topics if the group would like to move in that direction. “Let’s Talk” is offered on the 3rd

Thursday of the month and is free to participants. Check the events section of the
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota website to register and receive a Zoom link.

REMIDA Center
The REMIDA Center of Reggio Emilia collects, sorts, displays and distributes post production,
pre-use waste, end-run items and materials that would otherwise be sent to a landfill.



Representatives from any school or social entity in the community may gather resources there,
for use in their settings.

Some RINM educators are interested in researching what it would take to establish a
REMIDA-like center in the metro area and are looking for people who are similarly curious and
have ideas.

There are networks and communities in places from Perth, Australia to Buenos Aires, Argentina
to Skillingaryd, Sweden that have created materials resource centers that are open to the
community, similar to the REMIDA Center in Reggio Emilia. We are hoping to learn how they
started these in their communities and possibly create this resource in the Twin Cities.

Let’s share ideas on how to make this dream a reality!

Please take a few moments to fill out the questions in the link below about resources you know
that might be helpful in developing a REMIDA Materials Center in the Twin Cities area!

SURVEY

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=C7Qm36EjKUqTME%2flfj9ecLG1hPXwnIY7MoqkHW%2bUkpugQgkVdApizoOiiPJKa8jktVWGZzSMnJSaO97BAKIjlpt3hGmlslTf67X1R3acbiE%3d


Call for Participation
Outreach and Growth Committee

The newly created virtual events of the RINM have attracted new participants both within and
beyond the Twin Cities. We have many people on our mailing list and followers of our website
and Facebook page. That is a very exciting and positive aspect of Covid. Many people have
expressed appreciation for this opportunity to participate from their homes, wherever they might
be. No trudging through snow, getting up early, driving long distances and no difficulty accessing
professional development experiences.

The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota Outreach and Growth Committee is planning for
2021-22 Monthly Gatherings. We are looking for individuals or groups (like schools) to lead
Monthly Gatherings. Presentations need to include and build on Reggio principles, and may
include current work or an area of study. Presentations often include a variety of approaches,
including discussion, hands-on experiences and video/or Powerpoint.

Please consider this as a personal challenge to lead or co-lead a Network event. We would like to
incorporate your experiences into upcoming events.

Some questions to get you thinking:

● What have you been exploring and learning with your children?

● What are your children exploring in the house area? building area? music?     outside?
Environment?

● What conversations have given you insight into their theories?

● Which of the Hundred Languages are being expressed in your classroom?

● Have the children translated one language into another?

● What strategies, intentions and hypotheses have you discussed as a staff?

● What have you struggled with and created solutions around?

● What other learning stories could you tell?

While it is still uncertain when Gatherings will be held in person, we will continue to host a
virtual component via Zoom.

A stipend of up to $200 is given for a 2-3 hour Gathering, with additional funds if your
presentation has Parent Aware/Develop MN approval.



Proposals for presentations will be accepted until June 1, 2021. Click here to submit a
proposal.

A Bonus Year
Emily Benz
Emily Benz is a writer and mother living in Minneapolis

My first child is growing up, up, up and away, faster with each passing day. He is in the last few
months of his fifth grade year, just four months shy of turning twelve and five months or so from
his first day of middle school. I’m not sure how it is possible, but my son is now a tween, and I
can see the hints of it in the ways he is beginning to pull away; he is well on his way to becoming
a teenager.

Much of this was evident in the winter of 2020, when he was ten, and in the fourth grade. He was
more interested in playing basketball than building creations with LEGOs, more intrigued by his
Nintendo Switch than the games of make believe he’d played for so many years with his younger
sister. School took much of his time, sports practice and games ate up some of our precious
evenings, and the weekends flew by in a blur of socializing and activities. I felt that it was too
hectic, but that was just the way life was for most all of the families we knew.

But something happened when the world shut down last March. With the influence of fourth
grade and peers removed, time didn’t just slow down. In our home, time actually reversed
course. My son had the time to be bored, to imagine and to play again. My son had a little more
time to be little.

This didn’t happen on its own. We had the amazing good fortune of friends of ours moving into a
home behind ours the first weekend of March of 2020. They have three children, and since we
were all staying at home from everything by mid-March, we decided to band together to weather
the storm as a sort of two house commune. There were so many gifts that came along with this
decision. We cooked meals for one another, gave each other a social outlet and watched over
each other’s children to alleviate the stress of remote learning. But the most special gifts of all
were the relationships that developed between the five children and the imaginative play that
followed for all of them together.

The youngest of the group was four, the oldest was my son, then ten. But they never separated by
gender lines or into age groups. They just spent time as a group, three boys and two girls,
grateful to have each other. They played in the woods and captured a snake, and many little frogs
and toads, creating habitats and then releasing after observing. They made an art studio and
painted water colors and held a gallery show, and the grownups were instructed to dress up in
order to attend. They built elaborate LEGO houses and then a LEGO world where they hosted
each other for holidays and birthdays – bountiful LEGO social lives where birthday parties could
actually be attended and holidays could be celebrated with others, unlike the actual world they
were living in. They wrote and filmed a stop motion LEGO film, choreographed a dance recital
and rehearsed and performed a couple of choral concerts - all for only four lucky adult attendees
- their parents. They played endless games outside: four square, freeze tag and cherry bomb, and

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=KorohNsk%2fX0sZuy0bHaieWxpbn%2bn4CJubQywkR3d%2bmbfWn%2blmyagyBkQfF6RfD69xFeJi8hjYs%2bdfPdmMjCgIiihnXXk9mKGD9hNttbGPMg%3d
https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=KorohNsk%2fX0sZuy0bHaieWxpbn%2bn4CJubQywkR3d%2bmbfWn%2blmyagyBkQfF6RfD69xFeJi8hjYs%2bdfPdmMjCgIiihnXXk9mKGD9hNttbGPMg%3d


my personal favorite, “Shipwreck,” where they pretended they were shipwrecked children that
had to survive on their own in a new and different world without adults. Shipwreck made me
wonder about how much their new Covid world influenced this imaginary world. Their Covid
world was without teachers, coaches, or grandma and grandpa and aunts and uncles. It was a
world with only their parents - and even then, their parents were not the same parents - they were
frazzled by the responsibilities of remote learning, navigating an often stressful and
heartbreaking world that changed each day, and some with jobs that had demands like never
before. Shipwreck gave them agency, and didn’t saddle them with the baggage of parents who
often seemed either distracted or on the verge of a nervous breakdown.

His time with his neighbor crew changed with the seasons. When the two families went back in
person to different schools in the fall, the children preferred to play outside, even when chilly,
and play inside included masks. They still had plenty of time to create together, as no one was
socializing or rushing off to any kind of practice. With hybrid and pod models and distancing all
around, school peers had less influence. The lure of imaginary play remained for him all through
the fall and winter, though I can finally see it losing some of its lustre this spring. He recently
rearranged his bedroom and made a huge give away pile of toys and treasures of a younger era,
and the pile included some LEGOS.

Did my son lose some things during all of this? Yes, of course. We all lost things, and as we
know, some lost much more than others. His losses are minor compared to so many, but in his
world, they loom large. He lost precious time with his grandparents and other dear family
members that live far and wide, he lost three months of his education, as remote learning was a
struggle for him. He lost time playing basketball, a sport he loves, and he lost time with his
friends from school - friends he has known for years and years. But I saw him gain so much, too,
in our tiny world. As he played in the woods, spun stories and got lost in the possibilities of
LEGO parts with his band of friends, I saw the pressure of growing up slide away. I saw him
letting go of the real world, and instead, choosing the pretend world, where anything could
happen with the right storyline and willing partners. And so, even though this last year was
painful in so many ways, I can look back at it with gratitude for the magical gift it gave our
family. As I see him today, back in school and growing up and away at an alarming clip, I look
back at the chaos and confusion and can see clearly what our time at home gave to him - a bonus
year of being a child.

Book Review: REMIDA Day
Patti Loftus
Patti is a recently retired early child educator who taught in the Pre-K program at Blake School for twenty-eight
years.  She has visited the REMIDA Center in Reggio Emilia.



REMIDA Day is one of the many beautiful photo-heavy publications by Reggio Children.
Unlike most of the books that focus on the Infant-Toddler Centers and Preschools in Reggio
Emilia, REMIDA Day provides information about the REMIDA Creative Recycling Center, a
community-based recycling project, a collaboration of the Municipality of Reggio Emilia and
AGAC, the local water, gas and waste management company. The REMIDA Center is managed
by the Friends of Reggio Children. The Iren Company provides materials to REMIDA (that
would otherwise go into landfills) which “turns them into intellectual materials as they are
strippped of their labeling as waste.” REMIDA Days are the annual city-wide celebrations of that
year’s projects.

REMIDA Day opens with wonderful essays by the former mayor of Reggio Emilia, Reggio
Children’s Director and the president of AGAC, each describing their role in REMIDA. Despite
their different points of view, they all see their participation as part of a collaborative civic effort.



“But nothing is born purely by chance. The fact that REMIDA is what we now see before us is
thanks to the work of the Friends of Reggio Children Association, comprising a large group of
volunteers...and to a dense web of collaborative efforts between the world of industry and
commerce, the public authorities, the educational and scholastic services, the world of art and
culture, and the environmental associations.”

Sergio Spaggiari, Director Istituzione Scuole e Nidi d’Infanzia, Municipality of Reggio Emilia

“The challenge is primarily cultural, because our relationship with everything we throw away on
a daily basis is based on habits, shared values, personal interest, civic sense, and many other
things.”

Orfeo Gozzi, President of AGAC

“It is REMIDA Day that really shines the spotlight on REMIDA, the day when it inhabits the
town and introduces itself to the townspeople… REMIDA has also ‘infected’ other cities in Italy,
the rest of Europe and beyond.”

Antonella Spaggiari, Mayor of Reggio Emilia from 1991-2004

The REMIDA Center is so integral to the educational project in Reggio Emilia that it is a
common part of a “study tour” in Reggio Emilia. It’s a place for teachers and others to access
materials – post-production recyclables and clean “trash” that has been curated and is ready to be
transformed. There’s a minimal annual fee for participating individuals and schools.

REMIDA Day engages the entire city one day each spring. The yearly event involves displays
and installations throughout the city, by a broad collaboration of people from the community and
as well as the Infant-Toddler Centers and Preschools. One example of a REMIDA Day
installation was “Traces of the Children in the City,” in which shop windows included children’s
work (using REMIDA Center materials) interspersed with the regular merchandise, which was a
call to passersby “to stop and go back, and let themselves be surprised by an unexpected and
beautiful relationship.”

The bulk of this book documents, via gorgeous photography, four different annual REMIDA
Days from the early 2000’s, each held in mid-May. Chapters/projects include: Totems, REMIDA
Percussions Concert, The City in Waiting, Trash Gardening and REMIDA Prize: Literary
competition on the theme of waste and recycling.

I am continually astounded at the imagination of the folks in Reggio and am equally astounded at
their ability to bring their ideas to life, always working around principles that include optimism,
valuing relationships and dialogue, democracy, multiple points of view and crossing boundaries.
Environmentalists will appreciate the recycling aspects of REMIDA, artists will note the highly
creative uses of small and large scale materials and citizens will value the successful
collaboration of various corporations and civic institutions.

The idea of REMIDA has been infectious and has reached the U.S.
http://www.reuseresources.org/find-a-center.html A group of RINM folks are currently looking

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=w3oA9L41HLNBgcRekq66hz95sIIs1N0CncHS1yTQ9XX2uUkIK5k0aleYNIbK5mT5LsTossdIgszZ3%2bDyxClASFug7BEqElfcH7PNiQFdnwY%3d


into those possibilities. What would it take to organize and who would be the participants in a
Twin Cities based REMIDA Center?

SURVEY

Scholarships
RINM Education Scholarship
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota's Education Scholarship is available to those
interested in learning more about the Reggio Approach. Network members are invited to apply at
any time of the year (a minimum of 6 weeks before an event you plan to attend). This
scholarship may be used for registration costs to local, national or international Reggio-inspired
workshops and conferences. Preference will be given to professional development opportunities
where educators from the schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy are presenting. Funds are limited and
awards are made at the discretion of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota Board.

Application

Monthly Gathering Scholarship
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota offers a year-long scholarship which sponsors an
individual to participate in the Saturday Gatherings for the 2021-2022 school year.  Anyone with
a deep curiosity about Reggio Emilia is encouraged to apply.

This scholarship, established by the Network’s Board, is in honor of Sandy Burwell, a founding
member of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota. Sandy has been particularly devoted to
the Saturday Gatherings.

Application

Public Library Resources
The Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library is located at Think Small, 10 Yorkton
Court, St. Paul, Minnesota. The collection is part of the Saint Paul Public Library system catalog
http://www.sppl.org/ and is available through the statewide virtual library, MnLINK at
https://www.mnlinkgateway.org. The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota partners with the
Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library to provide access to literature about the Reggio
Approach. All the resources are translated into English (even if the title is listed in Italian).

All you need is a library card.  Resources can be delivered and returned to ANY Minnesota
public library.

Even with the restrictions that we continue to face due to COVID-19, Debra Fish Library
resources continue to be available by request. This link lists the collection clustered under
general topics related to Reggio thought. The links (SPPL or MNLink) will take you directly to
that title in the collection. Additionally, you can search by keyword “Reggio” in the library
catalogue.
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Shop and Support
Do you shop on Amazon? Use Amazon Smile: smile.amazon.com when shopping at Amazon
and designate the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota to accept their donation. Amazon will
donate .5% of your shopping total directly to the network at no expense to you!

For more news and events visit us at www.mnreggio.org and like us on Facebook!
Send us an email: reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com

Newsletter Editors
Lani Shapiro - Content

Emily Benz, Patti Loftus & Reba Batalden - Copy
Sarah Grundhoefer - Production
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