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Editor's Introduction 
 
Every learning cycle begins as a promise that anticipates change and growth. We think of 
this process explicitly when we consider the children, but it is also true for us as adults. As 
we learn, we go from novice, to experienced, to expert, but experts, also, must see 
themselves as continuing to learn, which is why we should remember the concept of 
“beginner’s mind.” "Beginner's mind" is a Zen concept which describes an attitude of 
openness, eagerness, and lack of preconceptions, even when studying at an advanced level, 
just as a beginner would. This disposition is very close to Loris Malaguzzi’s insistence that 
certainty closes down possibility.  
 
In a blog post titled, A profession of uncertainty: the Reggio Emilia image of the ‘rich’ teacher, 
Peter Moss writes about Malaguzzi: 

...just as (Malaguzzi’s) political choice was for the image of the rich child, so that 
called for an accompanying image of the ‘rich’ teacher, for such children 

demand ‘rich intelligence in others, rich curiosity in others, a very high and 
advanced capacity for fantasy, imagination, learning and culture’. 
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‘Rich’ teachers had to be open to, indeed welcome, the unexpected and uncertainty. Ours, 
he observed, ‘is a profession of uncertainty’, while to maintain the ‘gift of marveling and 
wonder is a fundamental quality in a person working with children.’  

https://ioelondonblog.wordpress.com/2016/04/20/a-profession-of-uncertainty-the-reggi
o-emilia-image-of-the-rich-teacher/ 

Our offerings this year are focused more on the growth and development of teachers than 
the growth and development of children. We will examine children’s thinking, but you will 
be changed as you participate with the attitude of a novice: curious and open to possibility. 
Regard both this edition of the newsletter and this year’s calendar of Gatherings, 
Documentation Lab, and Open Book Study as invitations to approach our work with a 
"beginner’s mind." Consider this an invitation into wondering together with awe and 
reverence and an adventurer’s sense of discovery. We invite you into this rich and 
uncertain experience to share it with you, to discover together. 

Lani Shapiro, Editor 
 
 

Join Us! 
 
Enter, Encounter, Engage 
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota 7th Annual 
Conference 
 
The Wonder of Learning - Challenging Our View of the 
Educational Relationship - Rethinking the Role Children, 
Parents and Teacher 
 
What is your view of education? Are you inspired to view your work with children as an 
avenue of opening them to unimagined possibilities for the future? Are you dedicated to the 
belief in children’s competence to go beyond the surface of learning, to be inventive and 
creative thinkers of the future? In the words of Jerome Bruner, “The infant/toddler centers 
and preschools of Reggio Emilia have been doing just that for almost 50 years!” Join us as 
we spend a morning together to look at some of the guiding principles of the Educational 
Project of Reggio Emilia as illustrated in "The Wonder of Learning Exhibit" and applied in 
our own contexts. This conference launches a year dedicated to examining the underlying 
premises that are embedded in each section of this amazing exhibit! 
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Brunch Served 
 
Date: 
October 6, 2018 
Registration and coffee opens at 8:30 AM 
Conference: 9:00 AM - 1:30 AM 
 
Location: 
Westwood Early Childhood Center 
9001 Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
http://www.westwoodlutheran.org/childcare-center 
 
Online registration closes on Monday, October 1st. 

Current RINM Board or Committee members - $36 
General - $48 
Group Rate - $43 (for groups of 5 or more registering together from the same school, a 10% 
discount) 
Student - $24 
Walk-ins at the event - $53 

 
"The Wonder of Learning": A Professional Development 
Opportunity 
Joanne Esser 
 
For those of us who find inspiration in the schools of Reggio Emilia, it is a rare delight to be 
able to study firsthand actual artifacts that have emerged from the work of Reggio children 
and teachers. This spring, we will be able to do just that. The Reggio-Inspired Network of 
Minnesota plans to host a trip to Madison, Wisconsin to view the most recent international 
exhibit from Reggio Emilia.  

Reggio educators originally created “The Hundred Languages of Children” exhibition in 
1981 as a way to make their experiences in the infant-toddler centers and preschools more 
visible. This exhibition traveled around the world for years, including throughout North 
America, offering viewers a close look into the Reggio approach through carefully selected 
and displayed photographs, transcribed conversations, text, video clips and children’s own 
artwork. Our local Reggio-Inspired Network helped bring that original exhibit to St. Paul in 
2004. It gave us a unique opportunity to study and revisit selected projects and topics, to 
discuss the work with colleagues, to deepen our understanding of the Reggio approach and 
to grow in our own practice through interaction with the exhibit.  
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Reggio educators conceived a second exhibit, “The Wonder of Learning,” in 2008. It seeks to 
extend learning about the Reggio approach throughout the world in a similar way. This 
exhibit will be on public display in Madison, Wisconsin from January to May 2019.  

About “The Wonder of Learning,” the Reggio pedagogical coordinators write:  

“In this exhibition we wish to relate, and bear witness to, the respect and attention 
which is given to the forms and times of learning in children and adults, individually 
and in groups. We would like to propose possible dialogues between children; 
children and adults; children and environments; children and the objects of their 
knowledge.” 

“The Wonder of Learning” is a 7,000 square foot traveling exhibition, a thoughtfully curated 
selection of stories and artifacts revealing Reggio teachers’ and children’s ways of thinking 
and working related to specific everyday experiences. The section of the exhibit called 
“Dialogues With Places,” for example, brings together documentation from several 
long-term projects in which children explored environments and spaces – projects focused 
on architecture, movement, shadows and sound within a space. Beautiful photographs of 
children as they explored the Malaguzzi International Centre, for instance, offer a glimpse 
of the origins of project work that grew out of those explorations. Commentary from the 
teachers as well as the children’s own words allow a look into the processes of learning 
that happened and how teachers supported that learning. The exhibit is like an interactive 
museum in which compelling images and text provoke viewers to wonder, interrogate, 
analyze, make connections and come to new insights.  

Other sections of “The Wonder of Learning” focus on “Dialogues With Material,” (color, 
paint, composition, design, sound), “The Enchantment Of Writing,” (communication, 
figurative writing, letters and words) and “Ray Of Light” (reflection, transparency, tricks of 
light and the sun). Two ateliers that are part of the exhibit will offer hands-on experiences 
with light and with natural materials.  

But the exhibit’s purpose is not only to demonstrate amazing project work done in Reggio 
Emilia. The “Wonder of Learning” catalog explains, “The exhibition is proposed as a 
democratic square or piazza, a place for dialogue.” The exhibit’s real value is to serve as a 
spark for viewers to construct ideas about how people learn – the possibilities and the 
pleasure of learning.  

By hosting a trip for Twin Cities educators to view “The Wonder of Learning” together in 
April 2019, the Network proposes a learning experience that is collaborative. Participants 
will have plenty of time to experience the exhibit, viewing, listening, reading and 
immersing ourselves in its words and images. There will also be planned opportunities for 
discussion before, during and after viewing the exhibit, creating our own “piazza” for 
dialogue. Our exchange of ideas in a community setting will enhance each person’s 
understanding and, we hope, lead to on-going interaction about our experiences after we 
return home.  
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On Friday, April 12, there will be an afternoon option to tour Preschool of the Arts in 
Madison, one of the primary hosts of the exhibit, and participate in a workshop there 
exploring the languages of visual art and music. We will gather as a group Friday evening to 
get to know each other better and have a conversation about “The Wonder of Learning” to 
prepare ourselves for viewing it.  

On Saturday, April 13, we’ll spend ample time at the exhibit. After lunch, we’ll gather once 
again to think and talk together about what we’ve experienced.  

Details about costs, travel, hotel options and meeting places will be available in coming 
months.  

 

Open Book Study 
The Wonder of Learning 

 
The Wonder of Learning 
The Hundred Languages of Children 
REGGIO CHILDREN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“… for education to aspire to public visibility and action, and not remain only a 
private affair, then it needs debate, dialogue and discussion, and this element 

has always been featured in Reggio’s work.” 
 
To support our Network focus on The Wonder of Learning, and our planned trip to the 
exhibit next spring, we have decided to insert The Wonder of Learning: The Hundred 
Languages of Children, into our scheduled reading list. Beginning in October, we will be 
reading this title, which is a visual catalogue of the exhibit, a collection of essays, and 
documentation of the work of both children and adults. 
 
At Open Book Study we not only dialogue with each other, we also unpack our implicit 
understandings, which act as invisible filters. Reading and discussing together makes those 
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filters visible to ourselves and contestable by others. We take turns noting phrases, word 
choice or concepts that stand out for us. Why this word? What meanings does this phrase 
evoke? How might this concept relate to my own experience? 

Reading collaboratively has the potential to change us. By studying together, we prepare 
ourselves to have a richer encounter when we visit the exhibit. It will tune our eyes to find 
deeper questions and have a richer and more nuanced experience. 
 
There is no fee; ALL ARE WELCOME. Join us! 
 
Third Sunday of each month 
3:00 - 4:30 PM 
 
Open Book 
1011 S. Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
Books can be ordered from: 
https://www.store.reggioalliance.org/ 
 
There is one circulating copy available through the Debra Fish collection of the Saint Paul 
Public Library and interlibrary loan. 
 
For more information contact: reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com 
 
 

Documentation Lab 
 

“Documentation is not about finding answers, but generating questions.” 
-Tiziana Filippini  

The Reggio-Inspired 
Network of Minnesota's 
DOCUMENTATION LAB 
continues to offer educators 
an opportunity to study 
traces of children's actions - 
photographs, video clips, 
transcripts of conversations 
and children's own work, 
sketches - as a way to learn 
in collaboration with 
colleagues.  
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Thursday, October 25, 2018  
6:30 - 8:00 PM  
 
Roosevelt Library 
4026 28th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
https://www.hclib.org/about/locations/roosevelt  

These gatherings are always free and open to anyone, whether you are new to the idea of 
documentation or whether it has been part of your practice for a long time.  

If you have traces of children's work you'd like to share contact jesser@blakeschool.org 

 
Geography of Childhood: Venturing into the Possible 
Cassandra Guttenfelder 
 
The places we inhabited growing up affect our outlook on the world. Our histories affect 
the way we raise our own children, and what we wish for them, consciously or 
unconsciously. How can we use these memories to impact our wishes for our own children 
today? Individually, our reflections give each one of us an opportunity to parent 
thoughtfully. Collectively, they offer our communities an opportunity to raise our children 
with intention and purpose.  
 
What do we offer the children in our communities? How do our choices as parents, 
teachers, business people, and politicians affect the children who live in our communities? 
Do we support families in their efforts to provide adequate emotional and physical health 
support systems for their children? Do we offer parents the resources they need to provide 
safe and enriching care and education arrangements? Do we honor children’s inherent 
right to play and explore their environment in order to learn about the world? Do we 
provide places for children to play and explore? 
 
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota Civic Engagement Committee is engaged in an 
investigation, the “Geography of Childhood,” to frame our thinking. We have been 

contemplating what it means to be a child in 
all contexts, in all landscapes, in all cultures, in 
all neighborhoods. In that exploration we, as 
adults, first attempt to remember our own 
childhood.  We encourage participants to share 
their memory of place using a variety of 
artistic media, or “languages”.  Together, we 
create a safe and welcoming space to share our 
memories and unpack the feelings they 
generate within us. In this space of memory 
and reflection, we open ourselves up to 
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consider what childhood means today and what we wish for children now. This is our hope. 
 
How do we create opportunities throughout our city and state to represent the diverse 
range of memories of childhood? How do we access a variety of voices and ideas assure a 
rich and representative narrative? We propose this format can be used in neighborhoods, 
cities and towns throughout Minnesota in collaboration with representatives of 
organizations interested in child well-being.  Perhaps we can partner with recreation 
centers and parks to interview children and adults. We can set up a “creation station” in 
public libraries where people are invited to record memories and stories. We can curate 
experiences at festivals such as open streets in Minneapolis and local festivals around the 
state. We can establish partnerships with organizations with similar missions, such as the 
Children’s Museum in St. Paul. We can cultivate relationships with those working for 
change for children such as Headstart, MnAEYC, or Parent Aware. These collaborations can 
extend our reach as we seek to include diverse views of childhoods past and future. 

If you are interested in pursuing a collaboration contact reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com 
attention: Cassie Guttenfelder 
 

The Geography of Childhood Project: A Personal 
Response and Reflection 
Barb Murphy 
 
Over the course of the last year, the Network has spent considerable time engaging with 
early childhood professionals, parents, and community members-at-large exploring how 
our childhood experiences shape our values and worldview as adults, and influence the 
way we view and work with children.  In particular, we asked participants to reflect on 
questions about where they had grown up; the sights, sounds, and other visceral qualities 
they remembered from important “places” from their childhood.  How did these “spaces” of 
our childhoods, in which we existed, and our experiences within those spaces, impact the 
construction of our adult identities?  How did our own childhood contexts shape our 
expectations for the current generation of children? We were invited to create a tangible 
response using a variety of media and materials, which amplified the effect of these 
exercises and reflections and created a vehicle for sharing our memories with others. 

As a board member, I have had the opportunity to participate in this exercise several times. 
My initial response, which echoed the responses of almost all participants, were memories 
of being outside, being able to make choices about what to do, and having connections to 
trustworthy adults and peers. The predominant themes were of unstructured time vs. 
structured time; adult-centric constraints vs. personal freedom; in-school time vs. 
out-of-school time; positive social connections with peers vs. negative; and adults who 
“saw” children and valued them vs. adults who didn’t pay attention.  As I pondered the 
important places of my childhood for a third time at our January gathering, I tried to go 
beyond the happy, cherished memories of time spent in my favorite tree reading a book, 
playing “horses” in the field behind our house with a group of neighborhood children, 
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packing a bag lunch and heading to the small neighborhood “woods” with my best friends 
to go exploring and have a picnic, etc., all memories that make me smile and feel a warm, 
nostalgic glow of “happy.”  These times of freedom to play outside after school and in the 
summer helped to shape who I am as an adult and an early childhood professional who 
values relationship-based teaching, play and time spent in nature for all children. However, 
I was struck by the overall lack of memories and responses from the group that identified 
adverse or negative experiences. Surely, it is not only our happy childhood experiences that 
influence our worldview, our values and help to shape us in positive ways. I have always 
“known” that those eight years in Catholic 
school were the catalyst for my desire to find 
a "better way" to educate children than I had 
personally experienced. Not only were most 
of my classes overcrowded, with 50-60 
children and one nun to keep order and see 
that we were “learning” by diligently taking us 
through our workbooks, but also the primary 
behavior guidance methods were smacking 
hands with pointers, standing children in the 
corner, and berating children who struggled 
to read or finish their workbooks problems. 
We sat at our desks all day; our only respite 
from workbooks and worksheets or tests was 
group instruction and oral recitation. 

As I thought about these things I felt a clear sense of urgency to craft my response with a 
focus on my elementary in-school experience. Those eight years of elementary school were 
extremely adult constrained with little to no recognition of individual children within the 
class or adult concern or caring for children as individuals. There were no opportunities to 
play or think creatively.  The spaces of my classrooms were all identically dull and 
uninspiring.  

As I chose the materials to represent my 
thoughts, I began to construct a 
3-dimensional portrayal of the 
restriction and monotony that filled our 
days; the uneasiness that we felt at the 
lack of compassion for children with any 
type of exceptionality; and the pent-up 
angst that we kept under control until 
the bell rang. 

As disturbing as this “childhood 
experience” may seem, it was clearly the 
foundation and catalyst for my lifelong 
passion to work with children. I saw how the school operated, doing harm to individuals by 
demeaning them and controlling signs of individuality and sparks of creativity. I know that 
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this experience shaped my worldview and my values regarding children, parents and 
teachers as equal partners in the educational dialogue. It fueled my passion for playful 
learning and immersion in creative pursuits. It inspired me to carefully get to know the 
children in my care and “see” who they are. I want to know them, honor and respect them, 
and help them become their best selves. I want to assist parents to do the same. 

In the weeks following this gathering, I kept my piece of responsive art on the table in my 
Director’s Office at our school. As parents, teachers and children came in to the office, their 
responses upon seeing the piece were immediate and enthusiastic. I was asked repeatedly 
to explain what it was; who made it; what did it represent? The children wanted the 
detailed story behind the mad faces. They knew it was a story that was not happy. But I 
could share my happy ending. The parents’ responses were unexpectedly emotional. 
Several teared-up and thanked me for being here to make a difference for their children 
and for all children.  Their response to my depiction of my early school years was 
remarkable. I could clearly see and appreciate the power of sharing our stories to bring 
about a feeling of connection and the possibility of opening up to new viewpoints.  There is 
impetus to share the story of The Geography of Childhood Project with our families and 
reflect together on our shared values for our children. When we truly listen to one 
another’s stories, we can become aware of how similar we all are, no matter where or how 
we spent our childhood years.  And this can bring about positive change on many levels. 

 

Reflections on Starting a New Program 
Ross Thompson 
 
I have recently left the University of Minnesota Lab School to create the Wildflower Early 
Learning Center, which will open soon in Savage, MN. In this transition, I am adding 
Educational Director to my role as Classroom Teacher. I’ve had to make many initial 
decisions about the “how and why” of the program emerging at Wildflower.  When opening 
a new program, there is a never-ending list of things to be selected, purchased, arranged, 
decided, inspected, revised and completed.  With all these choices, come many 
opportunities for reflection. The same thought-process and reflection takes place with the 
start of each new school year within a familiar program, and even with each new day, when 
it comes to working with children.  Although the to-do list isn’t nearly as extensive in the 
day-to-day decisions you make for the 
children, the reflective process remains the 
same – carefully looking at the observations 
made throughout the day, and thinking 
about the best way to support the 
excitement, learning, and overall 
development for the children in your 
program or in your home. 

I have spent numerous hours reflecting 
about past experiences, thinking about 
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what worked well in the classroom, and translating that to what I think would be best for 
this new program. I’ve had the benefit of exchange with many trusted colleagues within the 
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota which helps me sort through my thoughts, as well 
as challenging some of my choices by asking, “Is that what you really think should happen, 
or is that what you’re used to?” It is through these reflective conversations and questions 
that I feel the most authentic version of my pedagogy and philosophies related to working 
with children and families shines through, creating a foundation for a magnificent 
environment where children, families, and staff will learn together. Take a moment and 
reflect on what you want for your children, as well as your plan of you how will make that 
happen.  As we know through research and countless real-life experiences, many of the 
best decisions and discoveries happen through collaboration, so call upon your support 
network(s), for dialogue, exchange and challenge. 

Having a strong reflective practice takes the pressure off being “right” all of the time. 
Success in any field -- education, medicine, technology, the culinary world, etc. – takes time: 
theorizing, creating, trying/testing, and reflecting upon those observations to determine 
next steps. You will continue to progress and evolve with ongoing collaboration examining 
the question, “what do we truly value when it comes to education and working with 
children?” 

There is much that is unknown with my current professional situation, because we don’t 
know how the children and families will respond to the program we are building, which 
brings its own feelings of anxiety and uncertainty.  However, I know there are many hours 
of conversation and reflection that await, and I believe that it is through those thoughtful 
discussions that we will create experiences and invitations to help keep the internal fire of 
joy, wonder, and excitement of learning burning bright for children and adults. 

Through all of this collaboration, reflection, and lots elbow grease, we are working hard to 
get Wildflower’s doors open this October.  Please visit our website – 
www.wildflowerELC.com – for updates about what the start of our program, as well as 
upcoming events.  We will likely have an Open House in later October/early November, and 
we hope you can come out and see our amazing space!  Also, please feel free to email me 
directly with any questions, comments, or words of encouragement. 
ross@wildflowerELC.com 
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An Invitation from the Resource Committee 
 
The Reggio Resource Committee seeks to increase involvement with members like you. Our 
network works to provide workshops that respond to and meet the evolving challenges 
faced by early childhood professionals, families and policy makers. We are committed to 
increasing equitable involvement in our work by providing scholarships, free access to 
publications and to text-inspired discussion groups. Our high quality events and 
conferences involve a wide range of participants. Our media presence has recently 
expanded and this has led to new initiatives and more diverse involvement. 
 
We want to continue championing children. With additional help, we can continue 
addressing relevant and fundamental issues affecting the profession, reflect on and 
promote the deeply held convictions of our community, and boldly and actively orient our 
work towards a future that celebrates and honors the competencies of every child. It won’t 
happen without thinkers like you to ask the essential questions that guide our planning and 
inform our processes. We need thinkers like you to dig into the data and uncover trends, 
gaps, and areas for development. We need thinkers like you to ensure that our critical and 
purposeful work is sustainable. 
 
Sustainable, renewable, and innovative resource thinking will ensure that our 
Reggio-inspired network continues to thrive. Please consider a role that will invite your 
talents, passion and learning. 

If you would like to learn more about the work and responsibilities of the Reggio Resource 
Committee feel free to contact Marty Watson, Committee Chair, at 
mwatson@dodgenaturecenter.org. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
Documentation Lab - FREE 
September 27, 2018 6:30 PM 
Roosevelt Library 
4026 28th Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55406 
 
Enter, Encounter, Engage: The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota 7th Annual 
Conference 
October 6, 2018 9:00 AM 
Westwood Early Childhood Center 
9001 Cedar Lake Rd., St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
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Open Book Study - FREE 
October 21, 2018 3:00 PM 
Open Book/Conexion Café 
1011 S Washington Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
Our Documentation Journey 
November 7, 2018 5:30 PM 
Temple Israel Early Childhood Center, 
2324 Emerson Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55405 
 
Open Book Study - FREE 
November 18, 2018 3:00 PM 
Open Book/Conexion Café 
1011 S Washington Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
Shop and Support 
 
Do you shop on Amazon? Use Amazon Smile: smile.amazon.com when shopping at Amazon 
and designate the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota to accept their donation. Amazon 
will donate .5% of your shopping total directly to the Reggio-Inspired Network of 
Minnesota with no expense to you! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more news and events visit us at  www.mnreggio.org and like us on Facebook! 
Send us an email: reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editors 

Lani Shapiro - Content 
Emily Benz, Patti Loftus & Reba Batalden - Copy 

Sarah Grundhoefer - Production 
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