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Editor’s Introduction
Lani Shapiro

The Remida project from Reggio Emilia promotes

…the idea that waste materials can be resources. The center collects, exhibits, and offers
alternative and reclaimed materials, obtained from unsold stock and rejects or discard materials
from industrial and handicraft production, with the aim to reinvent their use and meaning. Remida
is a cultural project that represents a new, optimistic, and proactive way of approaching
environmentalism and building change through giving value to reject materials, imperfect products,
and otherwise worthless objects, to foster new opportunities for communication and creativity in a
perspective of respect for objects, the environment, and human beings.

Reggio Children

During the last year and a half we established a Loose Parts Lab (LPL) inspired by the Remida civic project
from Reggio Emilia. It represents a strategy that addresses sustainability, not by how much less we buy, but by
giving new value to materials typically viewed as waste and giving them additional life before entering the
landfill. Instead, items are cleaned, sorted, stored, displayed and available to teachers, families and
communities. In addition to its environmental mission, these ‘waste’ materials offer limitless opportunities to be
examined, transported, combined, assembled, disassembled and reassembled. They become an essential part of
the vocabulary of the 100 languages, transformed from trash to intriguing invitations that support creativity and
thought.



This issue of the newsletter focuses on the concept of loose parts from many different perspectives. Museum
planner Jeanne Vergeront explores attributes of loose parts. Our recent conference presenter, Roberta Pucci,
carries us step by step through a process of using such material with children. Sandy Burwell, along with
colleagues, reflect on their experience with the ‘grammar of matter’ at the Network Enter Encounter Engage
event. Finally, the Loose Parts Lab update connects you to current information.

As always, we are grateful for all the volunteer time and effort, seen and unseen, that goes into the work of the
Network and to all of the contributors for their generosity, time and collaboration in making their thinking
visible.

There are Loose Parts, … and Then There are Loose Parts
Jeanne Vergeront
Originally Posted in “Museum Notes” June 2018
Jeanne Vergeront is a museum planner interested in helping to move museums forward as they start up, expand, reinvent
themselves, or deepen their impact. Museum planning intersects with professional practices, organizational processes, and
planning approaches to engage visitors, make museums stronger, and increase community vitality. Jeanne has been an advisor
and friend of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota since its inception and is director at Vergeront Museum Planning in
Minneapolis.

Loose parts, or at least the term, has captured attention and imaginations in museums, early childhood centers,
libraries, nature centers, parks, and playgrounds. The assorted, moveable, and found materials and objects that
spark, enrich, and extend children’s play and imaginations can be almost anything: feathers, pinecones, corks,
bricks, shells, spools, or sticks.

In a world where increasingly little is left to chance in childhood and play, loose parts are wonderfully
unscripted. These uncategorizable pieces and parts come with no specific directions for what they are or what
children might do with them. Tucked into pockets, resting as a sedimentary layer in the bottoms of backpacks,
clutched in small hands, or reverentially collected at the shore, children find, pick up, and carry treasured
objects. They combine, line up, take apart, exchange, and rearrange loose parts in countless ways. In their play,
children are writing the operations manual for shells, a cache of pinecones, bottle caps, or buttons with their
play and imagination.

Loose parts, however, are not just stuff, junk, or a jumble of pieces and parts no one else wants or can use. To
be sure, there are treasures in discards and by-products of households, industry, and nature. But since children
explore the rich possibilities of these objects, meaningful exploration relies on thoughtful selection of materials.
Thinking with their hands, bodies, minds, and imaginations, they observe, ask questions, and have ideas. They



arrange and change objects, their settings, or even themselves. These explorations and creations are beautiful,
but they're not necessarily art.

When children build, collage, or trade objects, they are comparing, sequencing, and seriating. They are
exploring and valuing color, size, shape, and materials. As they lift, move, and occasionally drop glass pebbles,
marker caps, or paper clips, they are discovering the properties of glass, plastic, and metal. In building with
tubes and discs, they deal with balance and stability, use spatial reasoning, and solve problems
three-dimensionally. New words about shapes, texture, designs, and structures are essential to describing how
the fabric feels, the certain flat blue disc that is needed, or the delight a child is feeling.

The value, however, is not in working with specific concepts, but in the curiosity, agency, imagination, and
knowing the world that these materials afford.

We might think that only young children are inclined to explore possibilities and make discoveries with loose
parts. In fact, regardless of age, exploring materials not only changes the material, but changes the way we see
materials. Anyone with limited experience to freely follow their curiosity and ideas about interesting materials
and loose parts–and to do so often–will engage in similar ways. As children of every background have fewer
experiences of messing around with “stuff” from the basement workbench, sewing drawer, or the town dump,
they have less fluency with materials, objects, and their own vocabulary of materiality.

What Makes Good Loose Parts? There are many objects that can be gathered for exploring in a classroom, an
exhibit, home, under the bushes, or at the playground. Are all loose parts equal? What makes the difference
between materials that foster meaningful, extended engagement and ones that fail or minimally engage
children’s delight, imaginations, and experience?

As Without Windows blogger Misha asks, why not just shop at the dollar store? Cheaper materials do save
money. But, he argues, their low cost is at the expense of child labor somewhere else. Why not make loose parts
from scrap lumber? The measuring, cutting, and sanding are time consuming. Keva Planks/Kapla Blocks
probably do it better with greater precision. Besides, loose parts are more than blocks.

Why not use toys or commercial play objects as loose parts? Usually these are single purpose play objects.
Once a child has mastered the key function—pushing the button to make a pinwheel spin—the child is ready for
more. Due to their cost, these objects are seldom in great enough quantities to combine in novel ways.
Ultimately, however, when children use designed toys, even very well designed ones, they become consumers
of someone else’s creativity. With loose parts, children exercise their own. Loose parts, especially natural loose
parts, change with time and use. They acquire a patina, reveal something new about their nature; they decay.

Rich in Possibilities
While dollar store items and commercial toys may be loose and moveable, they lack other vital qualities that
imbue loose parts with powers of attraction, fascination, exploration, and discovery. They are open-ended,
beautiful, and plentiful.

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Lroi4SSjuk19oCQ0VnEO2vxYJrQTtPszLTqu8a6wr2AQr2UTT2W7RJLWh%2fLF7vtveULAaMwQs0s6Enb%2bI5BApUJXK1MghAbaZV%2bQwY1iwdc%3d


As Antoinette Portis’ book, Not a Stick assures us, a stick is no single thing in children’s play. It is not scripted;
it can be a wand, a baton, a fishing rod, or a snake—or combinations. Like other open-ended materials, it is
responsive to children's questions, interests, and ideas and capable of changing use or meaning in a flash. Often
an object’s very simplicity or its ambiguity lend versatility and provoke new ideas. Small tree cookies, for
instance, are variously stacked into a tower, used for money, become stepping stones, or are incorporated into a
design–all in quick succession.

Features like shape, color, texture, and smell make loose parts even more interesting, suggesting new paths to
explore. A child may gather all the red objects or all those that sparkle; arrange keys in a radial pattern and then
end-to-end in a train; set pine cones on end to create a forest and arrange them in a spiral. Loose parts sized for
small hands allow children to pick up easily, bring close for careful visual inspection, and arrange in many
ways. Adding paper and markers to the mix can further extend the exploration and thinking.

Beauty
While saying that beautiful loose parts are more engaging than “ugly” ones may seem obvious, deciding what
makes some beautiful is not. In the eye of the beholder will always be at work, but some qualities tend to make
loose parts intriguing, attractive, and promising, if not, in fact, beautiful.

When all of an object’s qualities are not immediately apparent, an object can become more extraordinary. Up
close, tiny sparkles in the stones are apparent, as is the fringe of the Burr Oak acorn caps. The crack in the stone
looks like a bird. Objects that are similar but not identical are intriguing; natural variations in color, pattern,
shape, carry information, reveal the diversity in nature and invite new language.

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ggcKsgDVpE6ZQMv1O8lNreCuhVdXeTBNb0u5hJ6l2E5v4HAO6Lc1ubwv%2blIg04t2NbHjhGqMn2zVo8bRYTHhXW%2f1rlShXzUfbqvNdyI3uOY%3d


Ordinary objects and materials also become more fascinating when combined, mixed, and set in different
contexts. Light interacting with objects shines through, reflects off of them, and casts shadows. Adding mirrors
multiplies objects. Water splashed on objects intensifies colors and makes them shiny. Combining ordinary
objects points to new possibilities: shells arranged on an oval mat creating a mandala; sticks alternating with
stones in a giant running pattern; a giant star defined by sticks filled with colored leaves; or multi-colored glass
beads pressed into a large disk of clay.

Ideas about what is beautiful may be particular to the context. In a nature preschool, for instance, natural and
local materials might be a high priority. Without Windows blogger, Misha, is particularly interested in “loose
parts from the earth” that “can be disposed of in the earth.” Tree cookies, sand, rocks, and acorns might be
valued over cardboard and buttons.

At the same time, manufactured discards and by-products can be compelling when carefully selected. Clear
plastic colored shapes, especially when placed on a light table, or multi-colored plastic caps in great quantities
can inspire designs, patterns, narratives, and self-portraits. Discarded objects like tubes, reels, and gaskets in
similar shapes and sizes, and deliberately selected in only black and white invite exploration of shape without
the distraction of other colors.

Abundance
As important as open-ended and beautiful materials are, seeing objects in great abundance jolts us out of our
usual mindset. Perceptions of the object itself and what it can do change. Seemingly ordinary objects like
buttons, brushes, cardboard tubes, or rubber bands suddenly seem remarkable. The abundance of objects feels
contagious, infecting us with a sense of expanding possibilities. Vast quantities seem to confer permission to
explore freely, take risks, make mistakes, and start again.

When time is also in abundance–when there is time to look closely at each pebble, feel and compare them,
arrange them just so, and rearrange them again–then the possibilities for thinking and creating that loose parts
offer also expand.

Reprinted from: https://museumnotes.blogspot.com/2022/07/there-are-loose-parts-and-then-there.html

Playing with Loose Parts in the Atelier
Roberta Pucci
From the early 2000s, Roberta has held workshops and courses about the creative use of artistic, natural and recycled materials,
especially for educators and teachers, collaborating with social cooperatives. She then spent seven years working as an
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atelierista in a Reggio-inspired preschool, in addition to one year at the Loris Malaguzzi Center of Reggio Emilia, with study
groups from all over the world. Currently, she works primarily as a consultant for personal and professional growth.

How does one find the right balance between rules and freedom, in order to support the creative process?

The image above is part of a 100 x 70 cm composition made by three five-year-old children with some loose
parts. How do you think the creation process developed? What was the proposal (if any) and the role of the
adult? First of all, consider it was the last of a series of atelier sessions dedicated to these materials.

This is quite significant, since the first time children meet a new material, they like to freely explore it for a long
enough time, to know its potential and limits. So it’s better to postpone more specific proposals. But let’s start
from the beginning.

I would have liked to offer an experience with loose parts – small pieces of plastic, metal, wood, cardboard,
buttons, stoppers, scraps from industrial and artisan processing – all collected in various containers. But how to
present them? As a completely free exploration? I could imagine how inebriating the wealth and multiplicity
could become, a confusing jumble in a few seconds… So how to “contain” children’s activity and stimulate a
rich personal research at the same time?

My solution was a kind of game with a few simple rules: a small group of children at a time, the materials
neatly arranged on a table. Every child had a small container which they could use to “shop” for their chosen
materials. On other tables, there were white cardboard bases, where children “played” with their materials.



Once the game (and the composition on the cardboard) was finished, the children could optionally take a picture
of the final composition and give it a title. Then they put all the used materials back into their personal container
and divided them in the different respective containers. At this point, children could start the process again and
again.

Another solution I tried is putting all the containers in the center of a large table, where the children could take
the materials they needed from time to time. Maybe it was my need of order… Anyway, it worked. The rules
were gladly accepted as part of a game and allowed children to manage themselves independently, respecting
individual times. Even the final step of “destruction” of the work was “naturally” welcomed by children,
immersed in a fast and intense research, without needing to “hold” a result. A demonstration of how the
“attachment” to the product is more frequent in adults than children.

As the children liked it very much, we repeated the same activity several times and I gradually introduced some
variants, for example cardboard bases of different formats or a selection of a certain range of materials
(according to tactile, chromatic or other criteria). Some variations were stimulating for children, others were
not. So I chose the next variant observing children’s responses. It was also interesting to observe how different
materials influenced the composition and, at the same time, how the personal style of each child was
recognizable through the diversity of materials: personal style and material characteristics are elements that are
always intertwined in every work.

As a last step, I proposed a group work: three children at a time, on a large format of 100 X 70 cm. Of course I
knew that the format was too big to be “controlled” and organized with a shared project a priority. So I invited
the children to start individually, from the side they preferred. Then each group followed a process that
organically unfolded, bringing the various contributions together. Inspired by the forms that were gradually
created and by some questions of mine, children gradually connected the three parts, both aesthetically and
narratively. In this case, I proposed to fix the final composition on the sheet with glue, as a tangible conclusion
of a long process and enhancement of a collective work. Product and process are both important: it’s up to us to
understand when it’s time to focus on one rather than the other.



Every game has its own rules, which are willingly accepted by those who freely choose to play. Sometimes the
rules “allow,” sometimes they “limit,” as well as total freedom can be an obstacle or an impetus for the creative
process. There are no solutions that are always good. Each time we have to look for the right balance, taking
into account the context and the objectives. It is a flexible dance between two necessary opposites. Listening
empathically to children can help us be attuned to their rhythm.

Reprinted from: https://www.robertapuccilab.com/the-grammar-of-matter/playing-with-unstructured-materials/

Look here for more articles from the Roberta Pucci Lab: www.robertapuccilab.com

“Enter Encounter Engage” Reflection
Sandy Burwell
from reflections of Sandra Burwell, Heidi Wolf, Gretchen Sandberg, Shannon O’Connor and Rachel Dunn

Roberta Pucci presented at the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota’s “Enter Encounter Engage”
conference in October of 2022. Her presentation was titled “The Atelier and The Grammar of Matter.”

https://www.mnreggio.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=EnzHY8sKOewUPgYdv%2fzP3vQsB%2bKbF2BgFuo3Rh1xCy3XIZVEwCXYWUAoDxSp3ByPvnmwPwAw0KV4LxV%2fuEfy79MKSb9CBFDiDYVUb6GngC4%3d
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Roberta Pucci came into our community with quiet wisdom. However, her influence on several of us was strong
and authentic. From her initial Zoom planning meetings to our annual EEE conference, she expressed interest in
learning our perspective and goals for the experience we would share. It was a model ~ reminding us of how we
should be approaching our work with children. Knowledge of children’s perspectives, interests and ideas is
critical. During her presentation she made it clear, in very tangible ways, that knowledge of the materials by the
teacher is just as important. Her expression of the theory, Grammar of Matter, made it clear that close
observation and interaction with something as simple as a piece of paper can provide a myriad of surprising
results. For instance, folding and crushing and opening, then repeating this over and over, can turn the paper the
paper the paper into something resembling fabric more than paper.

We all shared the opinion that we, as teachers, do not give ourselves time for exploration and reflection outside
of the time we spend with children. There was also a feeling among us of excitement and inspiration for our
work with children as well as our own personal and creative lives. Her words made so much sense and were laid
out in a simple but also deep and beautiful way. It seemed that those just starting out in their journey, as well as
those who have been at this work for a longer time, would all benefit by the motivation and new insights
offered. It was a whole new lens to look through as an educator.

The morning was free-flowing and offered an abundance of approaches to explore materials. She proposed
varied and complex views and experiences that we, in turn, can offer children. In this way, they may discover
something new that we as teachers had not anticipated. She talked about finding the potential of materials,
spending time with them and finding beauty in the simple and mundane. The experience prompted us to practice
curiosity so we can better guide our work going forward.



Loose Parts Laboratory Update

The Loose Parts Laboratory is a space curated with a variety of materials donated to distribute for low or no cost. Vision: The
Loose Parts Laboratory aims to provide a growing initiative of increasing materials, patronage and volunteers. As part of this
endeavor, in addition to the material offerings, we hope to make the space available to the community for gatherings of parents,
senior groups, professional associations as well as professional development for educators.

Visitors to the Loose Parts Lab might find: tubes, boxes, cardboard, fabric, ribbon, spools, lace, leather, wood,
plastic pieces, frames, wire, jewelry pieces, piping, magnets, nuts and bolts, hooks, washers, machine pieces,
springs, bottle tops, twine, rope, string, clips. tape and all types of paper.

This fall we hosted several workshops, including one given by Peter Hoh from the Tool Lending Library. Peter
led us through a very engaging exploration of cardboard including ways to join cardboard, effective cutting
tools and the many types of glue that are best to build with endless possibilities!



We also were happy to host St. Paul’s Childhood Center for their staff workshop day. The location provided a
playful and inspiring atmosphere. Each teacher was able to choose engaging materials to use in their classrooms
with the children.

Our goal for the coming months is to spread the word that the Loose Parts Lab is a community resource open to
all. We would love your help in promoting the Lab!

During the winter months the Lab is open by appointment – email and let us know when you would like to
come in! If your group would like to use the space, or if you would like to help out in this endeavor, please
e-mail: LoosePartsLabMn@gmail.com

Find updates here https://www.facebook.com/groups/863030824612542

Sponsorship Opportunity
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota (RINM) is making it possible to be a year-round sponsor for a
$100.00 donation.

The Network has been providing support to early childhood programs through its many opportunities for
professional development since 2007. Most of these opportunities are free of charge to participants.

Individuals and programs can take advantage of Monthly Gatherings that provide professional development
hours. There are also Documentation Labs, Book Study, “Let’s Talk” monthly Zoom gatherings and a collection

mailto:LoosePartsLabMn@gmail.com
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of titles of Reggio-related books available through the Debra S. Fish Early Childhood library which is part of
the St. Paul Library system.

Network communication is maintained through monthly up-date emails, the Quarterly Newsletter and a website
filled with information about the Reggio Emilia Approach.  Schools and centers have the opportunity to post job
openings on the Network website. There are two scholarships available through the Network – an Education
Scholarship, which can support attendance at training events given by staff from Reggio Emilia, and a
Scholarship to attend the Network Monthly Gatherings.

Our newest project is the Loose Parts Lab. Teachers, parents and other community members can frequent Loose
Parts and find materials that can be taken back to classrooms and homes where children can create, learn and
explore new ideas with recycled and repurposed materials.

As a Sponsor of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota, your logo will be displayed on the Quarterly
Newsletter, website and at Monthly Gatherings.  Your logo will be associated with the work of RINM and will
make your organization stand out and be recognized as a program associated with quality!

If you would like to become a sponsor for the 2022-2023 year, please complete this linked form and send it to
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota, 525 Pelham Blvd. N., Saint Paul, MN, 55104 with a payment of
$100.00.  You may also donate the $100.00 by going to the website and clicking on the donate button. If you
have questions, please contact Marty Watson at martywatson549@gmail.com.

Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota Scholarships

RINM Education Scholarship
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota's Education Scholarship is available to those interested in learning
more about the Reggio Approach. Everyone is invited to apply at any time of the year (a minimum of 6 weeks
before an event you plan to attend). This scholarship may be used for registration costs to local, national or
international Reggio-inspired workshops and conferences. Preference will be given to professional development
opportunities where educators from the schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy are presenting. Funds are limited and
awards are made at the discretion of the Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota Board.
RINM Education Scholarship Application

Monthly Gatherings Scholarship
This scholarship, established by the Network’s Board, is in honor of Sandy Burwell, a founding member of the
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota. Sandy has been particularly devoted to the Saturday Gatherings. The
dates for the Monthly Gatherings Scholarship cover a full calendar year, from January to December each year.
Apply now!
Monthly Gathering Scholarship Application

Call for Participation

“Participation, in fact, is based on the idea that reality is not objective, that culture is a constantly evolving
product of society, that individual knowledge is only partial; and that in order to construct a project,

especially an educational project, everyone’s point of view is relevant in dialogue with those of others, within
a framework of shared values. The idea of participation is founded on these concepts: and in our opinion, so,
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too, is democracy itself.”
Paola Cagliari, Angela Barozzi and Claudia Giudici

Join Us
The Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota is an all-volunteer non-profit 501c(3) organization. Most of our
work occurs in committees, where issues are studied, proposals developed and activities implemented. We are
looking for a wide range of people with varied skill sets to join our work. Critically, we need people who are
willing to collaborate, to do some planning up front, jump in and learn as they go. We would like to hear from
you. There are no fees or dues involved, just an interest in learning and growing together. Help us grow our
active and vibrant collaborative.

Committees

Resource Development
To develop the diverse sources of finance and material support to sustain the Network
Business: budgeting, grant writing, fundraising
Contact Marty Watson martywatson549@gmail.com

Outreach & Growth
To plan events, promote the growth of Reggio-inspired knowledge and practice and expand the Network
Event planning, knowledge of the Reggio Emilia educational project, community organizing
Contact Heidi Wolf hwolf@bsmschool.org

Loose Parts Laboratory Materials Center
To develop and grow offerings of materials and workshops.
Curate, maintain and display materials
Contact the committee at loosepartslabmn@gmail.com

Communications
To make the work of the Network visible, coordinate communication, improve tools to highlight and elevate the
work of the Network and build relationships
Writing, editing, research, graphic arts, social media, information/project management
Contact Lani Shapiro lani.shapiro@gmail.com

Civic Engagement (currently dormant, but could rise with interest and leader)
To provide information and resources to policy makers, educators and other citizens in order to influence
education policy and promote learning through inquiry.
Knowledge of early childhood and/or K-12 education policy and evidence-based research to support the Reggio
approach
Contact Patti Loftus pattiroseloftus@gmail.com

If you are interested in volunteering to support the Network, please email the chair of the relevant committee. If
you have general questions, or would like to contribute to the Network in another way, please contact board
members at reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com.

Share your knowledge or experience

mailto:martywatson549@gmail.com
mailto:hwolf@bsmschool.org
mailto:lani.shapiro@gmail.com
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The Outreach and Growth Committee has started to plan the Monthly Gatherings for the 2023 - 2024 school
year. The Network broadened during the pandemic as we met via the Zoom platform, and we are excited to
continue a virtual component for all our gatherings. This means that you can participate as a host/presenter even
if you are not living in the Minneapolis/ St. Paul area! Presentations need to include and build on Reggio
principles and may include past or current work or area of study. Presentations often include a variety of
approaches, including discussion, hands-on experiences and video/or Powerpoint.

Please consider this as a personal challenge to lead or co-lead a Network event. We would like to incorporate
your experiences into upcoming events.

Some questions to get you thinking:

● What have you been exploring and learning with your children?
● What conversations have given you insight into their theories?
● How are the Hundred Languages expressed in your setting?
● What strategies, intentions and hypotheses have you discussed as a staff?
● What have you struggled with and created solutions around?
● What other learning stories could you tell?

A stipend of up to $200 is given for a 2-3 hour Gathering, with additional funds if your presentation has Parent
Aware/Develop MN approval.

Proposals for presentations will be accepted until June 1, 2023. We look forward to engaging with participants
from all over the US and the world! Here is the link: https://forms.gle/pHMzedRfNoxd9NTJ6

NAREA

Be sure to check out the events offered by NAREA, the North American Reggio Emilia Alliance. NAREA
exists to connect early childhood educators and advocates together in discovering, interpreting and promoting
Reggio Emilia inspired education. If you are a member, you will receive another discount. With ZOOM classes,
there are many more opportunities to become involved with the Reggio Emilia educators in Italy. For more
information, visit https://www.reggioalliance.org/anarea/.

Network of Networks
In June 2022, North America Reggio Emilia Alliance (NAREA) Board members Jeanne Goldhaber and David
Fernie convened a discussion to consider possibilities for collaboration among regional Reggio-inspired
networks in North America. Representatives from existing and aspiring networks continue to meet virtually to
explore common concerns. We have identified three areas for shared consideration: outreach and diversity,
advocacy and emerging regional networks. We meet virtually once a month. Would you like to join? Contact
reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com for the next date and link.

Meanwhile, we see opportunities for exchange both within and across networks. Informal networking has
already begun. Folks from other regions have found their way to our Network’s Monthly Gatherings, virtual
Book Study and Let’s Talk. We have begun to cross-promote virtual events, widening and deepening the
possibilities for all.
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Public Library Resources

The Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library is located at Think Small, 10 Yorkton Court, St. Paul,
Minnesota. The collection is part of the Saint Paul Public Library system catalog http://www.sppl.org/ and is
available through the statewide virtual library, MnLINK at https://www.mnlinkgateway.org. The
Reggio-Inspired Network of Minnesota partners with the Debra S. Fish Early Childhood Resource Library to
provide access to literature about the Reggio approach. All the resources are translated into English (even if the
title is listed in Italian). All you need is a library card. Resources can be delivered and returned to ANY
Minnesota public library.

Even with COVID-19 restrictions, the Debra Fish Library resources continue to be available by request. This
link lists the collection clustered under general topics related to Reggio thought. The links (SPPL or MNLink)
will take you directly to that title in the collection. Additionally, you can search by keyword “Reggio” in the
library catalogue.

Job Opportunities
Click here for current job postings:  www.mnreggio.org/jobsforum

For more news and events visit us at www.mnreggio.org and like us on Facebook!

Send us an email: reggioinspiredmn@gmail.com

Newsletter Editors
Lani Shapiro - Content

Emily Benz, Patti Loftus & Reba Batalden - Copy
Sarah Grundhoefer - Production
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